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Keeping Our Woodland Healthy

The Summer of 2017 highlighted an 
important aspect of managing woodland 
- expert tree surgery. One of our crack 
willows fell and blocked the path to 
the bridge in July. It was sad, but an 
experienced tree surgeon (see photo), 
helped by BWT volunteers, soon made the 
area tidy. Light levels are higher in that area 
now, the trees weren’t diseased, and new 
growth on the stumps has already begun.

More seriously, we are facing the gradual 
loss of larger numbers of trees from ash 

die-back disease, which is already affecting 
the Old Avenue and several parkland trees 
in Moore Meadow.

Ash die-back is caused by a fungus from 
Asia, which is now widespread in Europe 
and was first recorded in the UK (in 
infected nursery trees) in 2012. It is mainly 
spread by wind-blown spores, which 
may travel up to ten miles. Collecting and 
moving dead leaves can also spread it, but 
birds, animals and people are less of a risk.

continued overleaf
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There is no cure. Young trees will 
die quickly; older ones may resist 
for years, but their lives can be 
prolonged by removing infected 
branches. BWT are now regularly 
employing an experienced tree 
surgeon - expensive but very 
necessary. He has begun reducing 
large infected ash trees (like the 
one in Old Avenue) which are 
near our footpaths, and safety 
fences will surround diseased trees 
which must wait to be felled. Our 
Ecological Adviser Sharon Bayne 
and committee members will 
survey all our trees regularly. So 
far no resistant ash varieties have 
been grown, so we may replant 
with other species.

Keeping Our Woodland Healthy (continued)
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Edwardian Laundry at Gore Cottage
Our local historian Kate Kersey tells us that 
Gore Cottage was originally built around 
1499, possibly for the Stonehouse family, 
who were major local landowners. By 
1607 it was known as Roper’s from the 
family living there, who have memorials 
in Hollingbourne church, and can also be 
found in Bearsted records. By 1707 Gore 
Cottage had become part of the Milgate 
estate, and in 1835 Samuel Foster and 
Charles Fuller were cultivating the land 
as a hop garden and a meadow. By 1851 
the property was divided between three 
families: William and Mary Baker, together 
with their son Richard, his wife, another 
Mary, and their three children. 

Their immediate neighbours were  
Edward and Ann Sharp; and their two 
children. William and Edward were 
agricultural labourers who worked on  
the Milgate estate.

In 1901 and 1911 Thomas and Amelia 
Baker and their thirteen children shared 
it with Sophia Woollett, a widow, and her 
son, James. Thomas was Wood Reeve at 
Milgate; and the boys also worked on  
the estate.

Amelia ran a private laundry, assisted 
her two elder daughters, May and Lily, 
doing regular washing for the Fremlins 
at Milgate, the Featherstones at Cobham 
Farm, and perhaps other families in the 
village. This photo is almost certainly 
Amelia at the gate of Gore Cottage, and 
her drying line looks very adequate! Our 
website timeline includes another photo 
taken around 1910 of a teenage Minnie 
and Elsie, the youngest Baker children, 
carrying clean washing across the Lilk 
Stream towards Bearsted.
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Guides Go Orienteering

In mid-September the Bearsted Guides, Brownies and Seniors held a camp at their hut, 
with crafts, camp skills, gadget making and of course a good camp fire. On the Sunday 
morning, they navigated a course prepared by the Dartford Orienteering Klubb with 
maps and compasses, to find checkpoints marked by red and white flags. 

Bearsted Guides and the Dartford orienteering Klubb thank BWT for  
letting them use the area, and encourage any families  
that would like their daughters to become Guides  
to visit www.girlguiding.org.uk for information  
about registering or volunteering. 

Bearsted and Thurnham 
WI walking group usually 
walk further afield in 
Kent, but on an evening 
walk nearer their own 
doorsteps they found 
John Wale an excellent 
guide. About twenty five 
of them enjoyed hearing 
about the history of the 
Trust, Pauline Moore’s 
bequests, the care of trees, 
plans for the future, and 
local wildlife.

Evening Walk for the WI 
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It is a sobering fact that trees and hedges on BWT will last much longer than we shall! 
With this in mind we are always keen to welcome younger visitors who may be future 
custodians of our site. In September ninety Year 2 pupils from Thurnham Infant School 
came for their annual visit to help understand how trees, plants, animals and birds 
are interdependent. The children spent a very active morning, led by Jeff Winn, John 
Gregory and John Wale. The fallen oak, with its tree sculptures, was especially popular! 
The lively 6-7 year olds asked many questions and wrote lovely thank you letters.

In October Madginford 
School brought over 650 
pupils on a sponsored walk 
for charity. The numbers 
were certainly a record for 
BWT, who will be one of 
the beneficiaries.

Finally, BWT has had an 
approach from Shernold 
School in Maidstone, 
asking about the possibility 
of a future visit, which we 
hope to report in next 
year’s Newsletter.

School Visits

The stepping logs in 
memory of Nicole Barnes 
which Steve Andrews 
carved for us in the Spring 
are now being arranged 
by the children’s maze. 
They are level with the 
surrounding grass for 
safety, and carefully 
anchored to sturdy 
foundations so that they 
will not tilt. This photo 
shows the first ones being 
laid, and others will be 
added soon.

Stepping Logs by the Maze
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Annual General Meeting 2017
This year’s AGM at the Bowls Club was attended by 41 people, including Management 
Committee Members and Friends of BWT. Full minutes and detailed reports will be 
posted on the BWT website.

• Sharon Bayne and John Wale have succeeded Richard Ashness as co-chairs of the 
Management Committee. The meeting thanked Richard for his outstanding work in 
leading BWT since its creation in 2004. 

• John also paid tribute to all the work carried out in many ways by BWT volunteers, 
who put in more than 5000 hours in total each year. As a charity we are blessed with 
willing helpers who maintain, nurture and develop the site, as well as those who help 
to keep Friends in touch through distributing the newsletter. 

• John added that BWT is now entering a more mature phase, with woodland and 
hedges planted in the early years still flourishing, but now requiring specialist 
equipment for maintenance; this will incur extra costs which we must plan for. 

• In the audited accounts to June 2017 Richard Ashness reported an in-year surplus of 
£7120.76. Income from donations was similar to previous years but bank interest has 
reduced further. Site maintenance costs had risen through repairs to tractors and hire 
of contractors. Reserves were still healthy. 

• Jeff Winn spoke of the maintenance team’s efforts. In addition to work within the 
three-year plan, volunteers had cleared and replanted areas of Roller Bench Wood, 
edged and redefined the Manning Maze, and planted additional trees in Moore 
Meadow. Some more mature hedges had been cut very neatly by a contractor, a 
process we would repeat in the coming year. Under BWT supervision, volunteers 
from Tudor Park Hotel had repainted the Lilk Bridge.

Some of our hard 
working maintenance 
team members by 
the maze
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Annual General Meeting 2017

The BWT stall at Bearsted and Thurnham Fayre, excellently decorated with photos again by Chris Street, 
sold nearly £70 worth of souvenirs. Many Friends renewed their memberships on the day.

• Sharon Bayne emphasised the need for systematic planning, including resources, for 
maintenance of trees, hedges and hard areas, including paths and fencing. The  
recent crack willow falls and resulting safety work by tree surgeons have brought 
home the need for vigilance. Also, ash dieback on the site is now a reality (see our 
separate article). 

• David Ward reported that 22 trees and 5 benches had been sponsored during the 
year, with total income of £6800 including 14 new Life Memberships. There would 
be a pause in tree sponsorship until Spring 2018 pending a survey of site needs. The 
phased programme of plaque replacement was continuing. 

• Chris Street’s report indicated BWT now had 1170 current family memberships (similar 
to 2016), including 504 life memberships. 45 renewals are outstanding. Chris also 
thanked everyone in the BWT newsletter delivery team, who save us hundreds of 
pounds annually. 

• Judy Buckley hoped that BWT Friends present at the meeting might enjoy becoming 
contributors to our website nature notes. She thanked Claire Browne for her help, and 
John Wale added that there had been two confirmed sightings of red kites above 
Moore Meadow. 

• Questions from Friends included comparisons between ash dieback and Dutch  
elm disease; links with other woodland groups; appreciation of the development  
of Moore Meadow with unimpaired long distance views; and whether recollections 
of the sand caves from senior Bearsted residents could be the basis for an oral  
history project.
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Judy thanks Michael Buckley, Kate Kersey, Sandra Knatchbull, Chris Street and Carole Wale  
for photographs and help with this issue.  

Up to date news and further information about Bearsted Woodland Trust can be found at  
www.bearstedwoodlandtrust.org 

The website contact page is the easiest way to send us messages or to request this newsletter 
by email. We also welcome nature notes from BWT Friends.

Telephone 07807 917533 Please leave your name, number  
and message, and we’ll return your call. 

Postal address: Bearsted Woodland Trust, 8 Fauchons Lane,  
Bearsted, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 4AH

This year Maidstone Borough Council has begun collecting dog waste bags in 
large co-mingle bins, which they empty without charging the parish. Sadly, the 
transition period has caused chaos. Not all dog owners take their bags home; 

some discard 
full plastic bags 
on the ground 
underneath 
full bins, or 
dangle them 
unattractively 
from posts 
where bins used 
to be - for BWT 
volunteers to 
clear them up.

The new system 
of larger bins 

will be much more satisfactory, but the new bins are not all going to be exactly 
where the old ones were, because collection demands that they are near a road. 
MBC empties over 650 bins every week, a huge job!  

BWT will add the sites of the new bins (when all have been supplied) to our 
website, so please, in the meantime, take your dog bag home if you don’t find a 
bin exactly on your route!

New Rubbish Bins for Dog Walkers


