
Since the last edition of The Woodlander 
we have seen extremes of weather, with 
floods during the earlier part of 2020, 
the driest June on record, and complete 
shutdown in maintenance from March to 
late June because of Coronavirus.

The torrential winter rains caused 
widespread flooding of the land bordering 
the Valley near the Lilk Bridge, but 
fortunately the structure was undamaged, 
although the boardwalk was underwater. 
The surrounding area was waterlogged for 
several days, but this area is often flooded 
and there was no long term damage.  
At least the rainfall helped to sustain trees 
planted in Autumn 2019 and earlier.

The combination of wet winter followed 
by a wonderfully sunny spring gave us 
apple blossom in the orchard and cherry 
blossom in Willson Avenue as well as 
extensive carpets of wildflowers. These 
were at their best during the period of 
Covid-19 lockdown, when BWT became 
a place of peace and enjoyment for many.

It was good to see visitors of all ages 
enjoying the open spaces responsibly; 
we were very touched by words and 
emails of thanks and appreciation, and-
interestingly-several visitors who came 
from nearby villages had not previously 
visited the site. These have, to us, 
reinforced the importance of BWT to  
the community.

Lockdown also set back the Spring 
maintenance regime: usually we start 
our mowing season in April, but this year 
the grass grew and wildflowers excelled, 
giving a carpet of buttercups in Church 
Meadow and tall waving grass in a 
transformed spring landscape. The hard 
paths were supplemented by well-trodden 
grass pathways giving fresh perspectives 
on the familiar landscape. On return to 
maintenance we kept these paths to allow 
the grass to go to seed.

The experiences of Spring 2020 have 
certainly given food for thought in how we 
manage our land and how others see it, 
whether BWT Friends, or newcomers: but 
for certain, we have seen that we can all 
appreciate its value! 

Sharon Bayne & John Wale - Co-chairs BWT
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AN EXTRAORDINARY YEAR



As ever, the winter months were busy at Bearsted Woodland Trust.

HEDGE CUTTING 

Our regular contractor and his five-ton giant of 
a machine made light work of cutting the big 
border hedges on a bright and sunny morning  
in February.

The People’s Wood noticeboard was refurbished.

New fencing went up and 12 
year old timber was replaced.

Oak, elm and lime trees 
were planted in Moore 
Meadow to replace trees 
lost last year.

New drainage was laid  
in various parts of the site.

And there were 
plenty of bonfires!

The privet hedge at Church Landway is cut 
top and both sides - while the mixed hedging, 
hawthorn, holly and hornbeam at Gore Cottage 
and Barn Meadow is cut top and one side only.

WINTER WORKS

Professional hedge cutting 
is carried out annually, well 
before the nesting season.

About  
500m was cut 

back into shape  
in only about  

4 hours.



NEW TREASURER

Bearsted Woodland Trust has a new Hon Treasurer. 

Martin Gray has lived in the village for 
more than 20 years and was already 
a life member. Recently retired as an 
accountant, working mostly in the 
insurance industry, he is now looking 
forward to becoming more involved in 
BWT activities. 

Martin is a keen walker and celebrated  
the easing of Covid restrictions in  

July by joining five other members of Maidstone 
Ramblers for an eleven mile walk which started -  
of course - at BWT!

The Management Committee and Friends would 
like to thank Richard Ashness for his sterling work 
as Acting Hon Treasurer in recent years. It has been 
reassuring for us all to have had his early knowledge 
of BWT combined with professional expertise and 
opinion on things great and small!

A GENEROUS LEGACY

The trust has received an 
unexpected and generous 
£10,000 legacy in the will 
of life-member Stephen 
Burt, who died just before 
Christmas.

Mr Burt, who lived in 
Bramley Crescent, 
Bearsted, joined BWT in  
January 2009 with a 
donation to the Barn 
Appeal and took out life 
membership later that year.

His brother-in-law Richard 
said “Steve had a general 
liking for nature, natural 
things and the environment 
and would have enjoyed 
walking there.”

In September last year we 
sowed a 25 metre wildflower 
strip opposite Roller Bench 
Wood as an experiment to see 
if we could get a good display 
of wildflowers to grow.

WILDFLOWER GRANT

We are encouraged by the results, seen here,  
and will be using a new grant from Maidstone 
Borough Council’s Go Green Go Wild initiative to 
plant a further and larger area.

Quite where that will be has not yet been  
decided but we aim for a variety of colour and 
texture and a mixture of flowers as pollinators and 
those that attract bees, butterflies, other insects 
and small birds.



A LIFELINE IN LOCKDOWN

BWT really came into its 
own during the Covid-19 
lockdown as its 26 acres 
proved the perfect place 
for local people to turn to 
for their limited allowance 
of fresh air and exercise.

Overall the daily footfall 
increased substantially.  
We had several hundred 
visits a day, and over a 
thousand on weekends, 
and BWT has been 
inundated with messages of thanks from people 
who have found the peace and tranquillity of the 
surroundings a great solace and comfort.

A new and very different visitor made an 
appearance at BWT during the summer 
lockdown - “Cyril the Snake”.

Cyril’s long body is made up of more than 
300 brightly painted stones laid end to end 
by some of the local children who flocked 
to BWT with their families during lockdown.

The snake was started 
by Jude, a 10-year-
old pupil at Roseacre 
School, who had 
seen a photograph of 
a similar creature on 
Facebook. “Children 
have been feeling quite 
disconnected as they 
haven’t been able to 

see their friends” said his mother Lisa.

“But lots of children have been 
wanting to walk here and Jude 
thought it would be a great way to 
help them all remember their friends 
are still around”.

MEMBERSHIP RISES

We now have 1186 
family memberships 
including 549 life 
members.

The number of life 
memberships has 
increased by 20 since 
lockdown. Some 
were converting from 
annual membership but 
interestingly almost half 
of all new members this 
year have taken the life 
membership route. 

At Easter some children 
also left cards and eggs 
on the trees. This is not 
something we would 

normally encourage but 
this year was different.



AGM 2020 - YOUR QUESTIONS PLEASE

Our AGM is due to be held on the afternoon 
of Sunday September 27.

Current Government restrictions make it 
extremely unlikely that Members will be able 
to meet at the Bowls Club as planned. 

BWT’s Management Committee is 
investigating online alternatives and you will 
find all the latest information on our website.

Anyone with questions or ideas that they 
had planned to raise at the AGM is asked to 
make contact with the Committee as soon 
as possible so that they can be looked at in 
advance and responded to. 

You can do this by email via the website 
contacts page. However, If you do not have 
internet access, leave a message on 01622 
737705 and someone will call you back.

Please do this by September 14 and make 
sure we have your name and contact details.

2020 IN PICTURES



BACK TO WORK

Last year’s barn break-in was a nasty blow for the maintenance team who keep 
Bearsted Woodland Trust in shape. But they have seen some good come from it!

Our insurers agreed 
that we could 
replace old petrol 
driven equipment 
with eco-friendly 
electric versions. 
Not only is it better 
for the environment 
but it is lighter, 
so better for the 
volunteers’ backs 
as they made up for 
lost time.

Lockdown meant the carefully 
planned BWT Maintenance 
Schedule had to be put on hold. 

Weather permitting, grass cutting 
would normally start in April. 

This wasn’t possible. The grass 
grew and Church Meadow 
was transformed into a sea of 
buttercups as the warm spring 
following a wet winter saw BWT 
plant life burst into flower.

NATURE TAKES OVER

As heatwave 
temperatures 
soared, the 
maintenance 
team watched 
nervously as 
recently planted 
trees went 
unwatered -  
but they 
survived.



CHANGES AT

Judy Buckley has stood down after 
five perceptive, energetic and innovative 
years as Editor of The Woodlander, 
during which she produced nine issues. 
We are grateful for all her hard work and 
pleased to be able to report that she 
will continue to run the BWT website.

(We should also thank her husband Michael for all the 
photographs he has contributed over recent years and 
has promised he will continue to offer.)

The new Editor is former journalist and broadcaster 
Barbara Long. She and her husband John Smith have 
lived in Ware Street for 22 years. They are life members 
of BWT, part of the Delivery Team and theirs is the 
bench you sit on for a much needed rest on the steep 
path from Lilk Bridge towards Barn Meadow!

This will be the last 
Woodlander for Paul, 
our current designer. He 
designed the newsletter in 
its current format ten years 
ago, and this is his 20th 
issue! We really appreciate 
his creativity and hard work, 
but can understand why he 
thinks it is time to move on. 

The big question now is 
who will design the next 
issue? If you are a designer 
or know of one who would 
like to take on the role, do 
please get in touch.

Three people with long associations with BWT have 
passed away this year.

John Collier, one of BWT’s early  
and most dedicated volunteers, 
passed away in April aged 78.

He had been suffering from 
Parkinson’s for a number of years 
and eventually had to give up active 
volunteering. But that didn’t stop him 

enjoying the company of his former colleagues who 
would meet him for a coffee and who made sure to 
include him in their annual Christmas gathering.

“He loved Bearsted Woodland Trust, he really did” 
said his wife Jenny.

BWT Maintenance and Projects Manager Jeff Winn 
praised his contribution to the Trust. “He was a very 
quiet, pleasant gentleman who joined in the work 
with enthusiasm and was always willing to help with 
any jobs that needed doing. We were all very sorry  
when his ill health meant that he had to stand down 
from the team.”

OLD FRIENDS
David Costello was also a 
regular volunteer for several 
years, despite significant 
health issues. Like John he 
always enjoyed his work 
with us, especially the end 
of season lunches with his 
colleagues in the  
maintenance team.

John Stroud, a professional 
architect throughout his life 
and well known in Bearsted, 
was an early Friend of BWT 
and it was he who produced 
the thoughtful design for the 
Tractor Barn which opened in 
2010. The building has proved 
invaluable to volunteers at 
BWT. His early watercolour 
drawing hangs inside the 
building as a reminder of his 
lasting contribution.

HON. EDITOR DESIGNER



Registered Charity No: 1103585Bearsted Woodland Trust

Editor: Barbara Long | Photos by Michael Buckley, Martin Herrema and Mgmt Committee members
Printed by Reed Printers, Rochester 
Up to date news and further information can be found at www.bearstedwoodlandtrust.org
Contact Us: The website contact page is the easiest way to send us messages or to request  
this newsletter by email. We also welcome nature notes from BWT Friends. 
Telephone: 07807 917533 Please leave your name, number and message, and we’ll return your call.  
Postal address: Bearsted Woodland Trust, 8 Fauchons Lane, Bearsted, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 4AH

WEBSITE

The BWT Website is attracting a growing 
number of visits. This is the place to go for  
the most up to date news and information  
- but it is also packed with information about 
the Trust, its history and its nature.

It seems that age has finally caught 
up with some of the longest serving 
members of The Woodlander delivery 
team, who have been forced to stand 
down over recent months.

So thanks are due to Lesley Harding, 
Britt Marriott, Pat and Derrick Rowe, 
Ann Salmon and Liz Vickers - most of 
whom had been delivering for more than 
15 years and have well earned a break 
from steep hills and tricky letterboxes.

Thanks are also due to other BWT 
Members who have now joined the team. 
Membership Secretary Chris Street’s 
pool of delivery volunteers now stands  
at over 40. 

Between them they cover 29 rounds 
across Bearsted, Bearsted Park, 
Downswood and Grove Green and 
without them BWT would be spending 
more than £700 each time a newsletter is 
produced.

Chris points out that in this online world 
we could reduce costs further if members 
opt to receive future newsletters by email 
instead of receiving a printed copy 

She would particularly like to hear 
from people who live outside the hand 
delivery area and currently receive The 
Woodlander by post.

Just email her at membership@
bearstedwoodlandtrust.org

a Jay spotted at BWT

NEWS FROM THE DELIVERY TEAM
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